Where Natural Beauty
Surrounds You!
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Arkansas proud- Famous Arkansan

Charlaine Harris (Unknown) - Noted writer lives
and works out of her home in Magnolia; her works
have been called "not traditional mystery, nor pure
fiction or romance." Her series have been about a
Georgia librarian, Aurora Teagarden, the first book
of which was nominated for an Agatha nomination;
Lily Bard, set in Shakespeare, Arkansas, about a
heroine who lives with the consequences of a terri-
ble attack; Sookie Stackhouse, a telepathic Louisi-
ana barmaid and friend to vampires, werewolves
and other odd creatures; and Harper Connelley who,
after being struck by lighting, is able to find corpses.
Her works are consistently found on the New York
Times bestseller list. The HBO television series,
"True Blood," is based on her work.

Petit Jean State Park’s annual Eagle Aware-
ness Weekend will return on January 16-17,
2010. People are invited to join the folks for
some great interpretive programs beginning
Saturday morning as well to join up for car
caravans through nearby Holla Bend Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, where they plan to get
an up-close look at our national symbol as
well as other interesting wildlife. The bald
eagle has made a remarkable return since
the 1970’s when its numbers were danger-
ously low. During Eagle Awareness Week-
end you will learn about this exceptional
comeback and celebrate with the folks at
Petit Jean State Park this magnificent bird of
strength and grace.




T#$
% & )
+$,-
/
/00 0
* 1 )
2 34 453 --$
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra
! " # $$
! %
%
% % % &
o #)$ ) $
$ % % # ) %
$ )
) $)
% %) (
I % $$

*gpk kg , -

ArkansasKids.com Has a Whole New
Look

ArkansaskKids.com, the Arkansas
Department of Parks and Tour-
ism’s Web site for kids and fami-
lies, has undergone a complete
redesign. The original 2001 site
was initially geared towards par-
ents to help plan family trips, find
activities for their children and to
assist with Arkansas history classes.

“The new Web page is very colorful and interactive. The
emphasis is now focused more on children themselves
since most are now very computer savvy,” said Dena
Woerner, communications manager for the Arkansas
Department of Parks and Tourism. “We added several
new games, including the new Arkansas Arcade which
debuts in late February,” Woerner continued.

The Parents and Teachers resources section has been
expanded to include Arkansas-oriented lesson plans
and links to other educational Web sites. The section
also includes suggestions for field trips. Three addi-
tional new items are Play Outside, Travel Blogs, and
Stuff to Do where information on outdoor activities and
festivals taking place in The Natural State are high-
lighted. Previous sections from the original site which
have been updated are Famous Arkansans, Fun Facts
and Made in Arkansas.

The Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism util-
ized social networking to announce a soft launch of the
new and improved Web site. Starting with a countdown
on Twitter and Facebook, the soft launch was planned
as a sneak preview for Fans of Arkansas State Tour-
ism. This soft launch provided the department with
feedback before the solid unveiling of the site took
place.

For more information contact Dena Woerner at 501-682-
7606 or dena.woerner@arkansas.gov.




AR River Valley Arts Center’s
Exhibition and Meet the
Artist Reception

January 2010
Angela Teeter East

Angela Teeter East is a talented
artist from the Clarksville area. In
addition to exhibits, her paint-
ings have graced the pages of an
artist calendar and homes.
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For more information, contact the Arts
Center at 479-968-2452
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SAVE THE DATE:

36th Annual Governor’'s Conference on Tourism
March 7-9, 2010 Eureka Springs, Arkansas
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For more information, contact Dottie Boyles or Nancy Clark at 501-682-1088.



ARVTP Board of Directors 2009—2010
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