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Where Natural Beauty  
Surrounds You! 
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Elwin Charles “Preacher” Roe 
(1915-2008) - Professional baseball 
player, born in Ash Flat; one of the 
famed Brooklyn Dodgers “Boys of 
Summer” during the 1940s and 50s 
along with Jackie Robinson, Duke 

Snider and Gil Hodges; known for his hardball and 
his questionable spitball. He came by his unusual 
nickname at age three when an uncle returning from 
WWI, seeing his nephew for the first time, asked him, 
“What’s your name, young man?” He replied 
“Preacher.” Between 1951 and 1953, he won 44 
games and lost eight.�

Winthrop Rockefeller Institute to Host 
Agritourism Retreat 

�
Farmers, land-
owners and 
birding enthusi-
asts are en-
couraged to 
attend a hands
-on, three day 
retreat at the 
Winthrop 

Rockefeller Institute February 19-21, 2010. The 
even—titled “The Nature of Agritourism: Explor-
ing Nature Tourism and Birding as a Business” - 
will inform and educate participants about the 
opportunities agritourism presents for: 

· Economic and community development, 
· Sustainable agriculture, 
· Wildlife habitat management practices, and  
· Youth education. 

 
Online registration is available at www.uawri.org. 
Open “Educational Programs” and click on “Register 
Now.” For more information, call Sandy Davies at 
501-215-7990 or Joe Foster at 501-727-6219 
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Wilkins Bros. Outdoors and Russell-
ville Advertising and Promotion are 
proud to announce the 3rd Annual 
“Lake Dardanelle Big Bass Classic”. This years event will 
again be headquartered out of the Lake Dardanelle State Park 
weigh-in pavilion. 

The largest bass weighed in on Saturday will be worth $5,000. 
The largest bass on Sunday will earn $5,000. The largest of 
these two bass will be worth an extra $5,000 to be presented by 
Wilkins Bros. Outdoors on Sunday afternoon! 

New this year, will be the “Border States Bonus” of $1,000 
awarded to the largest bass weighed in by a non-resident fisher-
man. 

There will be six hourly payouts each day, paid to the top 5 fish-
erman each hour. Hourly payouts of $500, $400, $300, $200 
cash/check and a $100 gift certificate to Wilkins Bros. Outdoors, 
will be based on a minimum of 200 entries each day. 

Anglers may launch anywhere on Lake Dardanelle. Weigh-in 
will be at the Lake Dardanelle weigh-in pavilion. 

70% of the entry fees will be paid back, with 30% being donated 
equally to the Illinois Bayou Park & Boat Ramp Project and Ar-
kansas Tech Fisheries Scholarship Fund. 

Entry forms may be picked up at the following locations: 

Wilkins Bros. Outdoors— 479-968-4322 
Arkansas Rod & Reel— 501-224-6160 
Fish-N-Stuff—501-834-5733 
Trader Bill’s—501-623-8403 
Tackle Box—479-646-3193 
Spadra Marina—479-754-5021 

Website information and online applications: 
www.discoverrussellville.org 
www.lakedardanelletournaments.com 
 www.get5bass.com 
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Tweet. Friend. Follow. Blog. Interact:  
The Arkansas Social Scene is Bright 
 
The Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism has a new 
way for you to connect and experience The Natural State. 
Arkansas continues to be ahead of the curve, most re-
cently by launching a new social networking hub 
VisitmyArkansas.com and creating an iPhone application. 
 
VisitmyArkansas.com consists of five interactive blog 
pages written and maintained by the four department 
travel writers– Kerry Kraus, Jill Rohrbach, Zoie Clift and 
Kim Williams– along with Communications Section Man-
ager Dena Woerner. Through this platform, the public can 
access Arkansas tourism’s other social networking sites 
such as photographic stories on Whrrl, Twitter and Face-
book. An Ask the insiders section is added to each page 
allowing the public to ask questions about Arkansas 
travel. 
 
“The idea behind VisitmyArkansas.com is to bring people 
to our blogs before they enter our social networking 
pages,” said Woerner. Blogs about travel, food and wine, 
health and fitness, music, art and culture, and upcoming 
events in Arkansas are updated weekly and sometimes 
daily, depending on the writer.  
 
Arkansas plans to unveil an iPhone application utilizing  
Arkansashotdeals.com in March 2010. Coupons, special 
deals and packages will be searchable with a near me 
function that will provide a visitor with dining, lodging, and 
attraction information in Arkansas. Consumers will be 
able to download their discounts using their iPhones. 
  
The Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism took a 
leap into the social networking and marketing scene in 
January 2009. At that time, Arkansas only had a 
MySpace page. The communications team now main-
tains and interacts on a daily basis with the public through 
a Facebook Fan page, Twitter, YouTube, blogs, and most 
recently, Whrrl. In December 2009, Arkansas became the 
first state tourism office to have a branded Whrrl home 
page.  
 
The Department of Parks and Tourism communications 
section promotes Arkansas’s bountiful offerings through 
feature stories, blogs and releases, and stunning photog-
raphy, while assisting the media.  
  
For more information about VisitmyArkansas.com or the Arkan-
sas Hot Deals and Packages iPhone App, contact Dena Wo-
erner at communications@arkansas.com. 

Doug Brandon Receives Citizen of the 
Year 
�
On January 21st at the Perry County Area Chamber 
of Commerce Banquet, Doug Brandon received the 
Citizen of the Year Award. Doug is a life long resident 
of Perry County and a graduate of Arkansas Tech 
University in Russellville. He has worked at First 
Electric Cooperative in Perryville since September 
1986. He and his family have had a long history of 
service to his community. Doug also currently serves 
on the Arkansas River Valley Tri-Peaks Association 
Board of Directors.  
 
Some of Doug’s contributions to Perryville and Perry 
County include: Participated in the LeadAr program 
through the University of Arkansas Extension Service 
2005. Through the LeadAr program, he was instru-
mental  in the formation of the Perry County Cham-
ber of Commerce and has served as president for 
two terms. He helped organize the Foundation Board 
of the University of Arkansas Community College in 
Morrilton in 1996; he also served on the board. He’s 
a volunteer for the Perryville Fire Department, Certi-
fied Energy Auditor, Appointed by the governor to 
serve on the Board of Visitors at UACCM. He also 
received the Ducks Unlimited Conservation Service 
Award in 1997.  
�
Congrats Doug! We’re proud of you and 
what you’ve accomplished! �
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Save the Date— 

pARTy in the Park Saturday, April 24, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Russellville City 
Park. 
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ARVTP Board of Directors 2009—2010 
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