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About 75 people attended the Second Annual
Beaux Arts Academy held at Russellville Country
Club to honor three artists and the Patron of the
Arts inducted into the 2008 Academy.

Lifetime Award (L-R) Miss Polly Loibner, Visual
Artist - Sarah Keathley, Performing Artist - Holly
Ruth Gale, and Patron of the Arts - St. Mary's Re-
gional Medical Center represented by CEO Mike
McCoy.

The Academy was formed to recognize the great-
est achievement in art and is dedicated to all are
forms. The coveted award is to encourage excel-
lence in art and recognize and honor the many
talented artists in the Arkansas River Valley.

The Patron of the Arts Award bestows honor upon
an individual or business that has made a signifi-
cant contribution in support of the arts whether
with manpower, finances, expertise and talent of
equipment. It also expresses appreciation for their
understanding of the importance of the arts in en-
riching lives, increasing learning, fostering eco-
nomic development, adding beauty and vibrancy
and enhancing the River Valley in significant and
lasting ways.

The Winning Award was designed and created by
River Valley Arts Center artist and potter Winston
Taylor.

Photos are by Steve Newby Photography, Russellville
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This weekend's schedule features recreational games,
kids' crafts, and nature programs. Bring your family out
and join the folks at Mt. Nebo for some fun! Contact the

park for a detailed schedule. Note: You don't have to be
an overnight cabin or camping guest to enjoy the pro-
grams. Local residents, day-use visitors, and nearby
Lake Dardanelle State Park campers are welcome!

Admission: Free

mountnebo@arkansas.com
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1999 Alumnus Millsap to speak at
Commencement

Clarksville, Ark. --- Univer-

sity of the Ozarks will confer

bachelor degrees to 82

graduating seniors during

its 2009 Commencement

ceremony, scheduled for

10:30 a.m., Saturday, May

16, on the campus mall.

Curtis Millsap, a 1999 cum laude graduate of U of
O and owner and operator of Millsap Farm near
Springfield, Mo., will serve as the Commencement
speaker. Preceding Commencement will be the
Baccalaureate Service at 9 a.m. in Munger
Chapel. University Chaplain Rev. Nancy Benson-
Nicol will present the proclamation.

Since graduating from Ozarks, Millsap has lived in
California, Colorado and New Mexico, working as
a state capital tour guide, a sign maker, a ranch
hand, a substitute teacher, a handyman and a
whitewater raft guide.

The Millsap’s farm without synthetic fertilizers, her-
bicides, pesticides or antibiotics, and follow careful
stewardship practices to improve the health and
tilth of the land. Curtis and his wife Sarah have
been featured in local magazines, newspapers,
radio and T.V., as the first Community Supported
Agriculture program in their area, have spoken
numerous times at sustainability forums, schools,
churches, and colleges, and Millsap Farm has won
awards for their efforts to preserve clean water,
conserve energy, and educate school children
about sustainable agriculture.

For more information; visit www.ozarks.edu.
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National Tourism Week — May 9-17, 2009

The 26th annual observance of National Tourism
Week (NTW) will be celebrated nationwide May 9
-17, 2009. In conjunction with this national cele-
bration, Arkansas Tourism Week will also be ob-
served May 9-17 this year. Arkansas Tourist Ap-
preciation Day will be observed on Monday, May
11th. NTW was designated by the Tourism Works
for America Council to give communities and the
industry a chance to emphasize the economic
impact of travel and tourism, as well as to show
appreciation to travelers who make it happen.

For ideas, or for tourism statistics and fun facts, visit
the NTW page online at
www.arkansas.com/national-tourism-week
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Please NoteThe next Tri-Peaks Board of Directors meeting wilbe held Tuesday, May 12, 2009,
10:00 a.m. at Lake Dardanelle State Park...these mgngs are open to the public.

Spring



